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NAHB Awards Program Now 
Accepting Applications
The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) has announced that its awards program is now open.
The NAHB Awards Program highlights the best and brightest in the residential construction industry in a 
variety of categories. Applications are now open for the following:

Associates of Excellence Awards, acknowledging Associate members and builder collaborators for 
their remarkable contributions to the housing industry on multiple levels.

Best in American Living™ Awards, the building industry’s premier residential design award, redefining
design excellence. The Best in American Living Awards are sponsored by Monogram.

Best of 55+ Housing Awards, the industry’s only national award honoring excellence in housing for the
55+ housing sector.

Builders Mutual Safety Award for Excellence, the home building industry’s only award recognizing
professionals who have made successful efforts to advance safety in the industry.

Custom Home Builder of the Year Award, recognizing custom builders for their innovative 
achievements, professional leadership and creativity.

Education Awards, honoring industry professionals who actively hold NAHB designations and 
promote the value of NAHB designations among clients, colleagues, builders associations, media and
across the industry.

Global Innovation Awards, recognizing the most cutting-edge, advanced and original products, services,
buildings and communities from around the world.

Leading Suppliers Spark Award, recognizing the most innovative Leading Suppliers Council member 
of the year.

Multifamily Pillars of the Industry Awards, highlighting innovative developments, financing and 
design, and superior management and marketing in apartments and condos.

Offsite Construction Awards, including the Jerry Rouleau Awards for Excellence in Marketing and 
Home Design, to recognize the best in building systems.

Professional Women in Building (PWB) Awards, recognizing women in the industry and local PWB
councils for outstanding programs, services and contributions to the industry.

(NAHB Awards Program article continued on page 16)
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ADVERTISE WITH US
Advertising in The Focus Magazine is cost effective 
and a great way to deliver your message directly 
to your targeted market – the Home Builder!
The Focus Magazine is published monthly and 

distrubuted via email, Facebook and our website.

Contact Gina to reserve your ad space today!
info@gnbhba.com

RATE PER 
MONTH

A six month contract is required.

PREMIUM FULL PAGE – 7.75" x 10.125"                     $350
Inside Front Cover, Inside Back Cover, Center

FULL PAGE – 7.75" x 10.125"                                                        $300

HALF PAGE – 7.75" x 4.937"                                                         $275

QUARTER PAGE – 3.75" x 4.937"                                           $150

BUSINESS CARD – 3.5" x 2"                                                   $75

FOCUS ADVERTISING RATES
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    GNBHBA is a local trade association that offers opportunities to its members to display their products and services. We make no representation, express or implied, regarding the 
qualifications of members or the quality of their products and services, but invite you to examine them for yourself.
    Focus Magazine is the official publication of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association. Focus Magazine is designed and produced by VH3 Creative, LLC and 
published monthly by GNBHBA – GNBHBA address: P.O. Box 311626, New Braunfels, TX 78131; phone (830) 609-4242. A subscription to Focus Magazine is $60.00, included with each
membership. Additional subscriptions are available to members at $5.00 per issue, or $20.00 per issue to non-members. © 2022, The Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association.
    As part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 taxpayers will no longer be able to deduct state or federal lobbying expenses as ordinary and necessary cost of doing 
business. This means that the portion of your dues that is considered state or federal “lobbying expenses” will not be deductible.
    NAHB has informed us that this amount is $19.91 for the National Association. The Texas Association of Builders declares $81.60 of the state dues to be lobbying expenses.
Also, please note that dues payments to the Greater New Braunfels HBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal tax purposes. However, dues payments
(other than state and federal lobbying expenses) may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. 

View the 2022
Parade of
Homes Magazine
Online

Scan this QR Code or 
follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/uj7awccx

You make a difference in our Association.

Visit our
new website

GNBHBA.COM
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Notes from
the Executive
Director
Although we didn’t have any events in 
July, we did have the Texas Association of
Builders Sunbelt Show and TAB meetings
this month in Dallas. This was a great

chance to see the newest trends and products on the market in the
construction industry, as well as many educational classes offered. 
If you missed this year, make plans for next year in July to attend.

While in Dallas, we also attended the Star Awards that our local
builders entered photos of their homes and other categories. Our 
very own KC Custom Homes took home several awards. Again, 
make sure to enter your homes in next years Star Awards and 
compete against other builders in the state.

We are excited to change things up this year with our Bowling 
with Builders on August 12th. Even if you don’t bowl, please come out
and join in on the fun! Special thank you to G Morris Homes and Wes
Peoples Homes for being this years Title Partners.

Get your ammo ready for the best sporting clay shoot in Texas. 
Join us September 7th for our Annual Blast N’ Shoot at GoodBull
Ranch and challenge even the best shot. For questions on the course
or sponsorships contact Eric Bernal with Parrish & Co. at 
(210) 303-7134. 

Kendall
Kuebel Turner
Executive Director

We are looking forward
to seeing you at 
upcoming events!

Building A Better Association!
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AUGUST 12 @ 5 PM
ASSOCIATE APPRECIATION NIGHT

Fiesta Lanes - New Braunfels, Texas
Limited Teams Available, But Plenty of Room to Watch

5 Person Team - $50 | Spectator - $10  | Food & Drinks Included

September 7
Good Bull Ranch
Spring Branch, Texas

4-Person Teams - $600
100 Birds / Shooter, 
Lunch & Drinks

2022 GNBHBA ANNUAL

BLAST N’ SHOOT
Sporting Clay Tournament
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President
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Leslie Evans
Secretary

Colby Duke 
Parliamentarian

Brad Morris
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Eric Bernal
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Is The Economy 
Already In A 
Recession?
In the bi-weekly newsletter Eye on the Economy, NAHB Chief 
Economist Robert Dietz provided the following overview of the 
nation’s economy and its impact on the housing market.

Consumer inflation, led by rising rent costs, surged in June. The 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) posted a 9.1% year-over-year gain, which
was the largest since 1981. This was even higher than expected by
most economists — and the Fed itself — and shows that inflation in
the broadest sense has not yet peaked.

However, an alternative measure used by the Fed, Core Personal 
Consumption Expenditure (PCE) inflation, likely has peaked. The 
shelter component of CPI (i.e., housing) makes up 40% of the inflation
reading, with rent for primary residences increasing 0.8% in June
alone — the largest gain since 1986.

The June inflation data guarantee that the Fed will increase the 
federal funds rate by 75 basis points during its policy meeting at the
end of July. In fact, because June's inflation measure was worse than
expected, there is a rising chance the Fed increases by 100 basis
points, pushing the federal funds rate to 2.75% and inverting much 
of the yield curve. With the 10-year Treasury rate near 3%, the Fed's
projected monetary policy path would take the funds rate to 3.8% by
early 2023, which the NAHB economic forecast indicates will bring
on a recession.

This raises the question: Is the U.S. economy already in a recession?
First-quarter GDP growth was down 1.6%, and we estimate that GDP
growth for the second quarter was down by at least 1.5%. This 
meets the traditional definition of a recession: two quarters of 
negative growth.

However, the National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER), the
quasi-official body for calling recessions, takes a broader view looking
for both GDP contraction and labor market deterioration. But the labor
market remains tight: In June, the economy created 372,000 net jobs,

(Economy Article continued on page 11)
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THE WORKSHOP

Mortgage rate averages have jumped to their highest
level since late 2018 and there doesn’t seem to be
any relief coming in the near future. The rise in rates
comes on top of an already sizzling housing market.
Demand remains strong, and supply remains 
historically low. There is a buying frenzy continuing
in some states and slowing down in others. With
home prices soaring over 18% in some areas year
over year how do you make your offer stand out 
with multiple bidding situations?

1.  Get preapproved or Underwriting Approval by 
a lender. Ask if your lender will do an up-front 
underwrite and if so make sure you get the lender 
the documents requested as soon as possible and 
instead of a Pre-Approval letter you will get a fully
Underwritten approval letter. It will save you a lot 
of back and forth with the paperwork. At Guaranteed
Rate it is called a PowerBid.

2.  Make sure you have a Realtor and a Lender that
will go the extra mile with the seller and the seller’s
Realtor. Not only do we have a buying frenzy we also
have buyers willing to pay the difference between
what the seller is asking and what the appraisal
comes back at. Before doing this make sure your 
Realtor has pulled comps and is confident as to what
the home is actually worth-and the Realtor provides
those comps to the Appraiser when they come out 
to do the appraisal. The Realtor can do a cover letter
with your offer introducing you, how strong your
offer is, your lender and their contact information 
and if you already have underwriting approval. First-
time homebuyers do not get discouraged! If you do
not have the ability to pay an extra $10k-$20k or
more for an appraisal gap offer to pay for minor

fixes, do a free leaseback to the Sellers for a few days
or a week, or offer extra earnest money.

3.  Look at “stale” listings. People assume if a
house is on the market for a few weeks or more there
is something wrong with it. Not necessarily true. Sale
might have fallen through. Appraisal came back low.
Home may be too overpriced.

4.  The housing market may be slowing down in
some areas but a lot of areas still have multiple 
offers on a home. Look under your maximum so 
you can bid your maximum if you need to (after the 
Realtor has pulled comps and is comfortable the 
appraisal should come back at what you are bidding
or close to and have the funds to pay the difference).

5.  With so few homes available change your 
strategy. Broaden the area you are looking to buy.
Look past cosmetics that can be easily changed like
wall color, flooring, and lighting fixtures, and instead
focus on the big ticket items: the roof, foundation,
layout, furnace, A/C, and windows.

6.  Look at fixer uppers! Guaranteed Rate offers 5
“Renovation” loans with the same minimum down
payment with loan amounts up to the county limit!
Can be used for Health and Safety (replacement of
roof, HVAC, etc) FHA Standard and Limited 203k
loans, VA Renovation loans, Fannie Mae Homestyle
loans and Freddie Mac Choice Renovation loans.

7.  Lock the rate while you are looking to purchase
an existing home. Guaranteed rate has a Lock ‘N Roll

By Kim Bonick – Guaranteed Rate

THE LATEST ON MORTGAGE TRENDS

(The Workshop continued on page 16)
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Scott Whisenant

StrucSure H
ome Warranty

Congratulat
ions to the S

trucSure te
am 

for coming 
away with '

Best of Sho
w for 

Engagemen
t' at the 202

2 Sunbelt 

Builders Sh
ow.

Kelly Parrish
Parrish & Co., Inc.
Parrish & Co is excited to announc

e a newer, larger, more 

modern showroom and facility com
ing to Bulverde. 

Groundbreaking took place in late 2
021, and construction 

is expected to wrap up early 2023. 
Congratulations Parrish 

& Co, we can't wait to see your new
 facility!

Greg HirschWilliams-Hirsch Custom Builders, IncCongratulations to Williams-Hirsch CustomBuilders, Inc for winning Best General Contractor and top 3 Best Home Builder in the New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung 2022Reader's Choice Awards.

We want to highlight you 
and your victories! Share 
your good news with us, 
so we can share it with 
our readers.

and the unemployment rate remained historically low at 3.6%.

The recession question is somewhat academic. Whether NBER calls it as such, the economy is experiencing
a downturn, with the Federal Reserve aggressively tightening financial conditions, the housing market 
slowing quickly (as evidenced by six straight months of declining builder sentiment), and hiring freezes 
and limited layoffs spreading among some sectors of the economy.

The first half of 2022 marked a slowdown that will yield several quarters of weak growth and rising 
unemployment. This will ultimately lead to an "official" recession, although it will be mild compared to 
the Great Recession a decade ago.

And recall that although housing market weakness can lead the economy into a downturn, housing is 
typically the first sector to rebound as markets recover. This will be helped by the fact that there remains 
a housing deficit in the United States.

Courtesy of NAHB

(Economy continued from page 8)
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Member In

Tell us a little about your company or line of work.
I am the president of Hollywood-Crawford Door Co. and we are the
largest San Antonio area company that specializes in servicing and 
installing residential garage doors and garage door openers.  

How long have you been in the business you're 
currently in? 41 years

What do you love most about your industry? Our industry is filled with hard-working and down-
to-earth people who love to serve their customers and their team members with excellence. I love our 
industry so much that I served on the board of directors of the International Door Association for a total of
13 years and I served as the president of the association from 2015-2017.

What advice would you give to someone wanting to enter your industry?
I believe anyone entering into any business needs to first have a desire to serve others and this will help
them ultimately to be successful.

How long have you been a member of the Greater New Braunfels Home 
Builders Association? At least since 2017, but probably longer.

Why did you join GNBHBA?  We decided to join the GNBHBA because we had been a long-time 
member and supporter of the Greater San Antonio Builders' Association (GSABA) and more and more of
our business was being done in the New Braunfels area so we thought it was important to become a 
member and supporter of the GNBHBA also.

What's your favorite part of being a member of GNBHBA? Getting to know the other members
of the Association and helping support the efforts of the GNBHBA to help the building community in the
Greater New Braunfels area.

How has membership with the GNBHBA impacted your business? We've enjoyed the 
opportunity to work with many of their builder members because we were able to get to know them
through the Association.

What is your favorite hobby? At 62 years old I still enjoy playing basketball with people that are half
or a third my age. I think it helps me stay young.

Randy Oliver
Hollywood-Crawford Door Co. 

(Member In Focus continued on page 18)
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MEMBER MARKETPLACE
Do Business With Your Fellow Members 

Recruit a new GNBHBA member today.

Building A Better Association!
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Statement From NAHB Chairman
Jerry Konter On House Ways And
Means Committee Hearing On The
Housing Crisis
Jerry Konter, chairman of the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) and a home builder and 
developer from Savannah, Ga., issued the following statement in response to today’s House Ways and
Means Committee Hearing, Nowhere to Live: Profits, Disinvestment, and the American Housing Crisis:

“Committee members at today’s hearing would have benefited by hearing directly from builders and 
developers who can best speak to the challenges and barriers to solving our housing crisis. Rising home
prices and interest rates are taking a terrible toll on housing affordability, with 87.5 million households—
or roughly 69% of all U.S. households—unable to afford a new median-priced home.

“The housing affordability crisis is driven by one factor: as a nation, we have failed to produce enough
housing to keep up with demand. With the threat of a recession looming over the economy, production-
focused incentives have the potential to help housing recover quickly and reduce inflationary pressures.
NAHB supports ways to incentivize housing such as the Affordable Housing Credit Improvement Act 
(H.R. 2573), and converting the mortgage interest deduction to a targeted, ongoing mortgage interest 
credit, which would better reach lower and moderate-income Americans.

“Congress can and must use its legislative tools to help reduce recession risk and increase the probability 
of a soft economic landing. Passing legislation that will help the home building industry increase the much-
needed housing supply and directly confronting the supply-side challenges that are driving inflation are 
a start. And finally, we urge Congress to call on the Biden administration to suspend tariffs on Canadian
lumber imports into the United States and to immediately enter into negotiations with Canada on a new
softwood lumber agreement.”

Courtesy of NAHB

ASSOCIATION JOB BOARD
Submit your open vacancies to Gina at info@gnbhba.com 
for inclusion in next month's issue.
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Remodeling Awards, honoring individuals and local remodelers councils for outstanding projects and
service to the industry.

Student Chapters, recognizing the achievements and dedication of student members, faculty advisors
and local Home Builders Association members.

The Nationals™ Awards—NAHB’s largest awards competition—celebrating the best new-home sales and
marketing. The Nationals Awards are powered by Wells Fargo Home Mortgage.

Young Professional Awards, recognizing young industry professionals who have demonstrated leader-
ship in their careers, their communities and NAHB.

The Offsite Construction Awards will close on Aug. 15 and Multifamily Pillars of the Industry Awards and
Best in American Living Awards will close Aug. 26. The remaining awards will close Oct. 7.

Interested applicants can submit projects, products, companies and individuals for consideration
at awards.nahb.org.

Courtesy of NAHB

(NAHB Awards Program continued from page 3)

• Online Sales Person of the Year
• Marketing Professional of the Year
• Best Website
• Best Digital Marketing Campaign
• Best Kitchen under 500k
• Best Living Room under 500k

Congratulations to KC Custom Homes
2022 Star Awards Winner!

Program where you can lock the rate for 90 days 
and if you find a home within that time frame can 
extend for 30 days. For new builds, we offer a Lock
‘N Build program where you can lock your rate for
up to 12 months with a refundable upfront lock fee,

a rate renegotiation, and up to 2 extensions for up 
to 60 days.

Above all patience is key! You will find your new
home-it just may take a little more time!

(The Workshop continued from page 10)

Our focus is on your future. Building A Better Association!
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NEW MEMBERS
& RENEWALS

NEW MEMBERS

Alair Homes
Wayne Crowell
1413 Burgundy Way
New Braunfels, Texas 78132
(830) 606-1414
www.alairhomes.com/new-braunfels/

Williams-Hirsch 
Custom Builders
Greg Hirsch
640 N Walnut Ave. - Ste.1201
New Braunfels, Texas 78130
(210) 764-0123
www.williamshirsch.com

Acacia Landscape & Design
Tracey Lund
32255 IH-10 W.
Boerne, Texas 78006
(830) 816-3200
www.acacialandscapeanddesign.com

Guaranteed Rate
Kim Bonick
19230 Stone Oak Pkwy - Suite 240
San Antonio, Texas 78258
(210) 542-6432 
people.rate.com/kim-bonick-1084620

Guardian Mortgage
Steve Arcos
9601 McAllister Freeway - Ste 1105
San Antonio, Texas 78216
(800) 331-4799
guardianmortgageonline.com/jenguidry

RENEWALS
Builders FirstSource BMC
Christian Finke

Canavan & Frank Custom
Homes, LLC
John Canavan

Jefferson State Bank
Warren McLendon

JLP Builders, Inc.
Jimmie Pouge

JP Hart Lumber
Steve Minus

Lyssy Drywall
Lawrence Lyssy

Moore Supply Co.
Ken McKeown

Robert Allison Custom
Homes, LLC
Robert Allison

Security Service Federal
Credit Union
Issac Rodriguez

Tri-Tech Engineering, 
Surveying & Planning
Beth Holman

Williamson Roofing
Perry Maddison

  CUSTOM HOMES & REMODELING

  LANDSCAPING

  MORTGAGE BANKING

  CUSTOM RESIDENTIAL & 
  COMMERCIAL BUILDER

If your name is not on our new member or renewal list, please call the Association office 
to report this to me. Also, if you have a change in your contact information, either, name,
address or phone/email information, please email me with your changes:
kturner@gnbhba.com.

We are looking forward to seeing you
at upcoming Association events!

Building A Better Association!
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The mountains of school supplies at Target rudely reminded me that summer 
is quickly coming to a close. If you’re eager to make the best of these last few
weeks with your loved ones, I suggest exploring your NAHB member savings 
to purchase tickets to some fantastic entertainment options:

Browse these discounts and more at https://memberdeals.com/nahb/. This is just one of the many benefits
you get with your membership with the GNBHBA. 

MEMBERSHIPNews

Gina Graves
Membership Chair

• Up to 55% off at Sea World
• 45%+ off at Fiesta Texas
• Up to 30% off at Legoland 
  Discovery Center
• 20%+ off at iFly San Antonio

• 30% off at Natural Bridge 
  Caverns
• Discounted movie tickets
• MUCH MUCH MORE

Is there anything else you'd like to share about yourself or your business?
We are very proud of our online reputation. We have over 1,600 Google reviews with an overall 5.0 rating,
we have almost 400 recommendations on Nextdoor and our next closest competitor has only 103, and we
are the only garage door company in the San Antonio area to have earned the prestigious Angi (formerly
Angie's List) Super Service Award for the past 15 consecutive years.

(Member In Focus continued from page 12)
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