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NAHB’s Best in American 
Living™ Awards Showcase Top
Design Trends for 2022
More than 140 single-family, multifamily, interior design, remodeling and community projects were honored
this month at the 2021 Best in American Living™ Awards (BALA) ceremony at the 2022 International
Builders’ Show, hosted by NAHB in Orlando. The awards are sponsored by Monogram, and the media 
partner is Professional Builder.

Judges awarded eight Best in Region and seven Of the Year homes and projects. These front-runners 
represent the nation’s best in home and community design, interior design and remodeling.

BALA winners showcase top design trends that home buyers can expect to see in homes and communities
over the next several years.

“We’re seeing a continuation of recent trends, especially as they relate to outdoor spaces,” noted Allison
Paul, chair of the 2021 judging panel and principal at Lessard Design. “The pandemic has definitely made
people rethink how they live in their homes, and that’s reflected in the creative niches, attention to detail
and quality, and general warmth present in this year’s BALA-winning designs.”

Trends include:
Beamed and/or stained ceilings. Different detailing overhead creates a wow factor for both low and high
ceilings alike, while stains and tonal materials provide a more cohesive room palette. This trend is espe-
cially popular in kitchens.

Creative outdoor spaces. Post-pandemic design continues to utilize the outdoors to develop spaces for
relaxing, entertaining, home office or just taking in the views. Multilevel terraces, sunken living rooms with
firepits and indoor courtyards are just a few examples of these designs. Rooftop spaces in particular are on
the rise, providing multifamily projects and townhomes alike with a “yard in the sky.”

Improved indoor/outdoor connections. Emphasis on health and wellness has led to an increased focus
on creating intentional, seamless transitions from indoors to outdoors. Material choices can play a large
role by visually connecting adjoining spaces, but even details as subtle as skylights in the kitchen or glass
walls to take advantage of the surrounding views can usher in these natural connections. Landscape de-
signs are also improving to seamlessly blend the home with the surrounding area.

Better designs for affordable housing. Affordable developments are losing the utilitarian designs often
associated with them in favor of better detailing to help create rich, story-driven designs that complement
the existing landscape and community.

(Design Trends article continued on page 13)
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ADVERTISE WITH US
Advertising in The Focus Magazine is cost effective 
and a great way to deliver your message directly 
to your targeted market – the Home Builder!

The Focus Magazine is published monthly and 
distrubuted via email, Facebook and our website.

Contact Gina to reserve your ad space today!
info@gnbhba.com

RATE PER 
MONTH

A six month contract is required.

PREMIUM FULL PAGE – 7.75" x 10.125"                     $350
Inside Front Cover, Inside Back Cover, Center

FULL PAGE – 7.75" x 10.125"                                                        $300

HALF PAGE – 7.75" x 4.937"                                                         $275

QUARTER PAGE – 3.75" x 4.937"                                           $150

BUSINESS CARD – 3.5" x 2"                                                   $75

FOCUS ADVERTISING RATES



www.gnbhba.com 5

    GNBHBA is a local trade association that offers opportunities to its members to display their products and services. We make no representation, express or implied, regarding the 
qualifications of members or the quality of their products and services, but invite you to examine them for yourself.
    Focus Magazine is the official publication of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association. Focus Magazine is designed and produced by VH3 Creative, LLC and 
published monthly by GNBHBA – GNBHBA address: P.O. Box 311626, New Braunfels, TX 78131; phone (830) 609-4242. A subscription to Focus Magazine is $60.00, included with each
membership. Additional subscriptions are available to members at $5.00 per issue, or $20.00 per issue to non-members. © 2022, The Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association.
    As part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 taxpayers will no longer be able to deduct state or federal lobbying expenses as ordinary and necessary cost of doing 
business. This means that the portion of your dues that is considered state or federal “lobbying expenses” will not be deductible.
    NAHB has informed us that this amount is $19.91 for the National Association. The Texas Association of Builders declares $81.60 of the state dues to be lobbying expenses.
Also, please note that dues payments to the Greater New Braunfels HBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal tax purposes. However, dues payments
(other than state and federal lobbying expenses) may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. 

View the 2020
Parade of
Homes Magazine
Online

Scan this QR Code or 
follow this link:
https://my.flipbookpdf.net/lVWPN

You make a difference in our Association.

Visit our
new website

GNBHBA.COM
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Notes from
the Executive
Director
I want to give a big thank you to Colby 
Duke with Hotchkiss Insurance for putting
together our 5th Annual Blowin’ Smoke 
BBQ & Chili Cook-off. With over 30 teams, 

a new great location and some of the best BBQ cooks in the area, this
was a great way to kick off 2022. Congratulations to this year's 
winners and all of those that competed. Thank you to James Hardie
Building Products for being this year's main partner. If you couldn't
make it this year, make plans to come out and see all the great times
to be had next year.

We look forward to this year’s Parrish Golf Invitational. With a new
course, new prizes and masters jackets this golf tournament will be
one to remember. Thank you to Manny Maldanado with Infinity 
Concrete for being this year's chair for the event. 

April is a busy month with one of our biggest events for the 
Association. Our kick-off Premier Party, April 21st is where we 
celebrate our builders and subcontractors' hard work and give out
awards for that work. We look forward to celebrating David Mills 
Custom Homes, G Morris Homes, KC Custom Homes, Platinum 
Classic Homes, TA French Custom Builder and Turnkey Builders. 
Seating is limited so make sure to RSVP by April 14th. 

Make your plans to view 6 truly custom homes the last 2 weekends 
of April. These private homes are open to the public for only 4 days 
so make sure you get your tickets at www.nbparadeofhomes.com.
Tickets go on sale April 1st through the website or the New Braunfels
Parade of Homes app that can be downloaded to any IOS or 
Android device.

Kendall
Kuebel Turner
Executive Director
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BOARD

DIRECTORS

Ronnie Shikoski
President

Drew Snider
Vice President

David Hevner
Associate Vice President

Coy Chafin
Treasurer

Leslie Evans
Secretary

Colby Duke 
Parliamentarian

Brad Morris
Immediate Past President

Eric Bernal
Clint Ciomperlik
Troy French
Patrick Hollaway
Mike Isbell
Terry McFadden
Marc Miller
David Wood
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War in Ukraine adds
to inflation concerns
The Russian invasion of Ukraine is generating economic impacts for
U.S. markets. In the short run, heightened economic uncertainty has
reduced long-term interest rates by about 20 basis points, causing the
10-year Treasury and 30-year fixed mortgage interest rates to fall back.
Looking forward, a drawn-out conflict will increase inflation pressure
for energy (particularly oil and natural gas) and food (specifically
wheat). Higher oil and gas prices will only exacerbate the already 
rising costs of building materials in 2022. For example, prices for 
lumber and OSB have increased 241% and 168%, respectively, since
late August. And prices for metals such as aluminum and nickel have 
already increased because of the conflict.

The Federal Reserve will begin raising the short-term federal funds
rate on March 16. NAHB is forecasting a 25 basis-point increase. 
Although the Fed was considering a 50 basis-point move, the Ukraine
war will likely dissuade the central bank from creating any market 
surprises. We now expect five 25 basis-point increases this year, which
(combined with a tightening labor market) will push mortgage rates
higher. Indeed, the job market surprised in February with a 678,000 job
gain while the unemployment rate fell to 3.8%.

Higher rates and increasing home prices will continue to reduce hous-
ing affordability in 2022. In fact, new NAHB estimates indicate that for
every $1,000 increase in home price, almost 118,000 households are
priced out of the market. New home sales dipped in January, likely 
because of growing affordability concerns. Sales contracts fell 4.5% to
an annual rate of 801,000. The January 2022 pace was 19% lower than
the pace of sales in January 2021. However, much of that decline was
strategic pacing by builders because of ongoing supply-chain issues.
As conditions become increasingly challenging for home buyers, 
demand will continue to grow for multifamily construction. In fact, the
three-month absorption rate for new apartments in the third quarter 
of 2021 climbed to 75% — the best reading since 2005. But while 
suburban and high-rise apartment construction continues to grow, 
the “missing middle” remains missing. Because of zoning issues and
regulatory burdens, 2- to 4-unit multifamily production was flat in 
2021 with just 12,000 units started, while the rest of the home building
industry was posting strong gains.

Courtesy of NAHB
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MEMBER MARKETPLACE
Do Business With Your Fellow Members 

Recruit a new GNBHBA member today.

Building A Better Association!
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Blowin’ Smoke
Bar-B-Que  & Chili Cook-Off

& Washer Tournament
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THANKSTO OUR PARTNERS

WINNERS
GRAND CHAMPION

84 Lumber

RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION
TX BBQ Depot

BRISKET
1st - 84 Lumber

2nd - TX BBQ Depot
3rd - Hollaway Custom Homes

RIBS
1st - TX BBQ Depot
2nd - MB Prime

3rd - Bubba’s Got Gas

CHICKEN
1st - Duke’s BBQ / Hotchkiss 

Insurance
2nd - 84 Lumber

3rd - KC Custom Homes

CHILI
1st - Blackhat BBQ

2nd - Classic Services
3rd -  Parrish & Co

WASHERS
1st - 84 Lumber
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2022 PARADE OF HOMES

APRIL 21 | 6 pm

THE VILLA AT GRUENE

Come enjoy an evening with us as we present awards to this years’s 
top builders and kick-off our 2022 Parade of Homes

Food & Drinks Provided
Cocktail Attire – $75 / Guest – Seating Limited

RSVP to kturner@gnbhba.com

Premier Party

More durable materials. As indoor and outdoor spaces continue to blend, materials that operate equally
in both conditions are key to creating a smooth transition. This includes not only the doors or track systems
that bridge the gap, but also selections such as ceiling treatments or flooring, where materials such as stone
can provide a wow factor both inside and out.

Resort-like amenities.More time spent at home means greater attention paid to features that can enhance
it, whether it’s an outdoor lounge or a game room. Pets are very important, with designs increasingly 
incorporating areas such as dog spas, pet pads or dog runs.

Enhanced focus on function. Homes have had to work harder for their residents in recent years, and 
designs are adapting to incorporate more functional and multifunctional spaces to use. Examples include
wine storage, prep kitchens, mudrooms and dedicated gym or workout areas.

Size doesn’t matter. Spaces should get as much mileage out of their designs as possible, whether it’s a 
remodeled great room/dining room/kitchen that improves functionality or a glass-encased room with doors
that can provide privacy when needed while remaining connected to the rest of the home.

More information about this year’s winners and trends can be found at bestinamericanliving.com.

Courtesy of NAHB

(Design Trends article continued from page 3)
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April 23 - 24, 
April 30 - May 1

Saturdays 10-6 & Sundays 11-5

www.nbparadeofhomes.com

Join us to see Comal County’s Premier Builders

KC Custom Homes, David Mills Custom Homes, 
Platinum Classic Custom Homes, Turnkey Builders, 
G Morris Custom Homes, TA French Custom Builder
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PARRISH INVITATIONAL
SPRING GOLF TOURNAMENT

APRIL 4
River Crossing Golf Club
Spring Branch, Texas

8:30am Check In – 10am Start
4 Man Team with Cart, 
Lunch and Drinks

For more information
email kturner@gnbhba.com

Bent Nail 
F I S H I N G  T O U R N AM E N T

June 16-17
PORT A MARINA

DRINKS, FOOD, LIVE MUSIC BOTH NIGHTS
$500 / BOAT ~ OVER $5K IN PRIZE MONEY ~ CALCUTTA

For more information go to www.gnbhba.com/event

G N B H B A ’ s  2 0 2 2  A N N U A L
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NEW MEMBERS
& RENEWALS

NEW MEMBERS

Gregory Sells 
Custom Homes
Gregory Sells
4201 Sam Bass Road
Round Rock, Texas 78681
(512) 388-1525
greg@gsbuilder.com
www.gregorysells.com

Metal Central
Bill Nugent
2902 N. Hiedeke St.
Seguin, Texas 78155
(830) 433-9985
bnugent@centralstatemfg.com
www.metalcentral.com

RENEWALS
Craftmaster Homes
FastSigns of New Braunfels
Robert Ragsdale

Flagstar Bank
David Harding

Garden Design, Inc.
Rick Fauci

Level 7 
Construction, LLC
Wes Zunker

Mike Hollaway 
Custom Homes
Matthew Hollaway

02 Builders
Matt Owen

Prime Seamless 
Gutters
Andrew Johnson

Quality Plumbing
David Hevner

Ranger Concrete
Monica Salinas

Sage Capital Bank
Kelly Erwin

Weyerhaeuser
Damon Horton

Taylor Designer Floors
William Taylor

If your name is not on our new member or renewal list, please call the Association office to report this to me. Also, if you have a change in your 
contact information, either,  name, address or phone/email information, please email me with your changes: kturner@gnbhba.com

METAL ROOFING AND BUILDING 
COMPONENTS

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

2022 GNBHBA Committee 
Members Needed

Commitment, teamwork and vision combined make a successful Association. 
We need your involvement, input and expertise.  

Please give thoughtful consideration to serving on a GNBHBA Committee in 2022. 
For more information, contact Kendall at kturner@gnbhba.com. 

– Thank you for your support!
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Thanks for your membership! Building A Better Association!

The National Association of Builders (NAHB) is bringing back one of its popular
benefits this month, Design Bites. Design Bites is a monthly video presentation
series featuring the moment’s best design ideas, how-tos, and trends. These are
bite-sized videos, only 15 minutes each, so rest assured this membership benefit

won’t be too troublesome for your busy calendars. On the third Thursday of each month, NAHB will release
a new Design Bites episode covering hot topics — such as storage solutions, outdoor living trends, floor
plans, and more — that registrants can access on-demand whenever they want. The first Bite will focus on
award-winning design trends gleaned from the winning projects from the 2022 Best in American Living
Awards. Best of all, Design Bites is free for NAHB members; if you have an active membership with the
GNBHBA then you are also an active member of NAHB, so don’t miss this fantastic education opportunity.

MEMBERSHIPNews

Gina Graves
Membership Chair
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