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Remodeling industry confidence
surges in Third Quarter
NAHB’s third quarter Remodeling Market Index (RMI) released today posted a reading of 82, signaling 
residential remodelers’ strong confidence in their markets for projects of all sizes. The demand for home 
improvement is robust given the importance of home for Americans as the economy recovers and adapts
from the impacts of COVID-19.

“With refinancing activity surging, home owners are investing in their homes, which is sustaining strong
demand for remodeling,” said NAHB Remodelers Chair Tom Ashley, Jr., CAPS, CGP, CGR, a remodeler from
Denham Springs, La. “As a result of the rapid changes for work and the economy after the virus-induced 
recession, homes are serving multiple roles such as school, office and gym. This has directly increased the
demand for improvements.”

The RMI survey asks remodelers to rate five components of the remodeling market as “good,” “fair” or
“poor.” Each question is measured on a scale from 0 to 100, where an index number above 50 indicates 
that a higher share view conditions as good than poor.

The Current Conditions Index is an average of three of these components: the current market for large 
remodeling projects, moderately-sized projects and small projects. The Future Indicators Index is an 
average of the other two components: the current rate at which leads and inquiries are coming in and the
current backlog of remodeling projects. The overall RMI is calculated by averaging the Current Conditions
Index and the Future Indicator Index. Any number over 50 indicates that more remodelers view remodeling
market conditions as good than poor.

In the third quarter, all components and subcomponents of the RMI were 77 or above. The Current 
Conditions Index averaged 86, with large remodeling projects ($50,000 or more) yielding a reading of 80,
moderately-sized remodeling projects (at least $20,000 but less than $50,000) at 86 and small remodeling
projects (under $20,000) with a reading of 90. These readings indicate that the strength for remodeling is 
felt across all types of projects.

The Future Indicators Index averaged 77, with the rate at which leads and inquiries are coming in at 78 and
the backlog of remodeling jobs at 77.

“The third quarter RMI reading of 82 indicates strong remodeler sentiment, as business has strengthened 
as home owners focus on the importance of home for work and life amidst the pandemic and its 
consequences,” said NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz. “However, remodelers are reporting double-digit
percentage increases for material pricing, as delays in obtaining materials have become a critical near-term
challenge due to disrupted supply-chains. Nonetheless, the third quarter RMI is another indicator showing
that housing is the bright spot of the economy.”

(Remodeling article continued on page 16)
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Message from
the President
As we watch the Presidential race and 
election unfold before our eyes, I have to
say that regardless of the outcome we are
incredibly blessed to live where we do. 
We are arguably in the single best market 
in the entire country. With the influx of 

people moving here from out of state and within our own borders, it 
is lining out to be a significant 2021 for our businesses here in Comal
County, Texas! The reality is that, although somewhat insulated and
fortunate right now, that can all change with bad policies and govern-
ment overreach. It is in our mutual interest to stay informed and to 
get involved. Everyone can do that by becoming more active with 
our local Association, on a state level with TAB, and even further by
donating to an industry specific political action committee such as
Home PAC or Build PAC. 

A special thank you to all the builders and associates that came out 
for our Association Appreciation night. It was a great event and put
the spotlight on the associates that do so much for us a builders 
and the association overall. Without your continued support and 
involvement, we all would not be nearly as successful as we are.
Much appreciation to you all!

On another note, we are rounding the corner on what has been an 
interesting year and headed into the holiday season. As we are 
looking forward to next year, there are some great events on the 
horizon to include our Casino Night in February and Parade of Homes
in October. If you missed the information meeting last week and are a
builder interested in participating, please reach out the Kendall for the
details. Stay safe and we’ll see you soon!

We are committed to
your success.

Building A Better Association!

Brad Morris
President
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    GNBHBA is a local trade association that offers opportunities to its members to display their products and services. We make no representation, express or implied, regarding the 
qualifications of members or the quality of their products and services, but invite you to examine them for yourself.
    Focus Magazine is the official publication of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association. Focus Magazine is designed and published monthly by VH3 Creative, 
(210) 525-0233; GNBHBA address: P.O. Box 311626, New Braunfels, TX 78131; phone (830) 609-4242. A subscription to Focus Magazine is $60.00, included with each membership. 
Additional subscriptions are available to members at $5.00 per issue, or $20.00 per issue to non-members. © 2020, The Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association.
    As part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 taxpayers will no longer be able to deduct state or federal lobbying expenses as ordinary and necessary cost of doing 
business. This means that the portion of your dues that is considered state or federal “lobbying expenses” will not be deductible.
    NAHB has informed us that this amount is $19.91 for the National Association. The Texas Association of Builders declares $81.60 of the state dues to be lobbying expenses.
Also, please note that dues payments to the Greater New Braunfels HBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal tax purposes. However, dues payments
(other than state and federal lobbying expenses) may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. 

View the 2020 Parade 
Magazine Online
Scan this QR Code or follow 
this link:

https://my.flipbookpdf.net/lVWPN

You make a difference in our Association.
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Notes from
the Executive
Director
I want to congratulate our 2020 Parade of
Homes winners. These builders and 
associates have worked hard to produce
some award winning homes. Even with

Covid-19, we had our biggest Parade yet. This could not have been
possible without the dedication of the builders and those who 
supported them. Special thanks to MG Building Materials, Jefferson
Bank, Parrish & Co. and JPI Electric for making our 2020 Parade 
event possible.

We had a fun night at our first Associate Appreciation Dinner. 
The Association and the builders wanted to show how much we 
appreciate our associates. We couldn’t do all of this without you and
we are so grateful to have the best members in all of Texas. Special
thanks to G Morris Custom Homes and TA French Custom Builder 
for being our title sponsors for this event. 

We are gearing up for our last two events of the year, so make sure
you don’t miss out. Due to Covid, we have limited spots, so reserve
your space now. Our Fall Golf Tournament is always a fun event that
sells out quickly, so get a team together before it’s too late. Terry and
Dorothy McFadden of Elite Stone work hard to make this a fun, enjoy-
able event. Thank you to First Commercial Bank for helping make this
year’s event a success. 

Kendall
Kuebel Turner
Executive Director

We are looking forward
to seeing you at 
upcoming events!

Building A Better Association!
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Troy French
Immediate Past President

Robert Allison
Eric Bernell
Clint Ciomperlik
Patrick Hollaway
Mike Isbell
Terry McFadden
Kim Miller
David Wood
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Builder confidence 
in the 55+ Housing
Market at an all-time
high in Third Quarter
Builder confidence in the single-family 55+ housing market reached an
all-time high in the third quarter, jumping 18 points to 83, according to
the NAHB 55+ Housing Market Index (HMI) released today.

The 55+ HMI measures two segments of the 55+ housing market: 
single-family homes and multifamily condominiums. Each segment of
the 55+ HMI measures builder sentiment based on a survey that asks if
current sales, prospective buyer traffic and anticipated six-month sales
for that market are good, fair or poor (high, average or low for traffic).

“We saw 55+ buyers come out in force in the third quarter of this year,
driving strong growth in sales at 55+ communities,” said Harry Miller
III, chairman of NAHB’s 55+ Housing Industry Council and president of
Regal Builders LLC in Dover, Del. “However, shortages of key building
materials are contributing to affordability concerns and delayed 
construction schedules, although recent declines in lumber prices offer
good news.”

All three index components of the 55+ single-family HMI posted gains
in the third quarter and were all-time highs: present sales increased 16
points to 88, expected sales for the next six months rose 20 points to
90 and traffic of prospective buyers jumped 23 points to 69.

The 55+ multifamily condo HMI increased 20 points to 67, a record
level. All three index components also posted increases from the 
previous quarter: present sales rose 20 points to 70, expected sales 
for the next six months increased 15 points to 67 and traffic of
prospective buyers jumped 24 points to 63.

All four components of the 55+ multifamily rental market went up in
the third quarter: present production increased six points to 62, 
expected future production rose seven points to 61, present demand
for existing units increased 15 points to 76 and future expected 
demand rose seven points to 71.

(Builder confidence article continued on page 16)
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Mark Your Calendars!
HOLIDAY INSTALLATION 

OF OFFICERS DINNER

DEC. 10TH

Good Bull Ranch
9www.gnbhba.com

NEW MEMBERS
& RENEWALS

NEW MEMBERS
Consolidated Electrical 
Distributors - New Braunfels
Steven Gurrera
3939 S Interstate 35, 115 
New Braunfels, Texas 78130
(830) 460-3060
sguerra@cednb.com

RENEWALS
Mike Hollaway Homes
Patrick Hollaway

Builders Interior Products
Patrick Aelveot

If your name is not on our new member or renewal list, please call the Association office to report this to me. 
Also, if you have a change in your contact information, either, name, address or phone/email information, please email me with your changes: kturner@gnbhba.com



10 November 2020
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PARADEWinners

BEST KITCHEN AND LIVING
1st   –  Platinum Classic Custom Homes, 
           VE Luxury Homes, 
           G Morris Custom Homes
2nd  –  TA French Custom Builder
3rd   –  Brady Colt Custom Homes

BEST MASTER SUITE
1st   –  Platinum Classic Custom Homes
2nd  –  TA French Custom Builder
3rd   –  G Morris Custom Homes

BEST INTERIOR DESIGN
1st   –  TA French Custom Builder, 
           G Morris Custom Homes
2nd  –  Platinum Classic Custom Homes
3rd   –  VE Luxury Homes

BEST OUTDOOR LIVING
1st   –  VE Luxury Homes
2nd  –  Platinum Classic Custom Homes
3rd   –  G Morris Custom Homes, 
           TA French Custom Builder

BEST ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATION
1st   –  TA French Custom Builder
2nd  –  G Morris Custom Homes, 
           Platinum Classic Custom 
3rd   –  VE Luxury Homes

BEST CRAFTSMANSHIP
1st   –  G Morris Custom Homes, 
           TA French Custom Builder
2nd  –  VE Luxury Homes
3rd   –  Brady Colt Custom Homes, 
           KC Custom Homes

BEST FEATURE 
1st   –  Brady Colt Custom Homes
2nd  –  Platinum Classic Custom Homes
3rd   –  Jeff Chafin Homes

BEST FLOOR PLAN
1st   –  VE Luxury Homes, 
           G Morris Custom Homes
2nd  –  Platinum Classic Custom Homes
3rd   –  TA French Custom Builder

BEST LANDSCAPING
1st   –  VE Luxury Homes
2nd  –  TA French Custom Builder
3rd   –  G Morris Custom Homes

BEST OF PARADE 
VE Luxury Homes

PEOPLE’S CHOICE 
G Morris Custom Homes

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR PARADE SPONSORS
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Working closely with NAHB,
nearly 100 Lawmakers urge
Trump to act on lumber
Working in tandem with NAHB, nearly 100 Republican and Democratic lawmakers, on October 20, sent a 
letter to President Trump seeking urgent action on lumber supply shortages that have resulted in unprece-
dented price spikes in recent months that are threatening the housing industry and economic recovery.

“These sharp increases are challenging, especially in light of the ongoing housing affordability crisis,” the
congressional letter stated. “The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) estimates the recent spike
in softwood lumber costs has caused the price of an average new single-family home to increase by $16,148
since April 17. The market value of the average new multifamily home has increased by $6,107 over the
same period.”

The letter adds that housing can create jobs and boost the economy, but in order to do so, we must address
the rising costs of lumber and other building materials. Lawmakers called on the administration to “bring all
stakeholders to the table and work to find a solution to address lumber scarcity and subsequent price spikes
to ensure everyone’s needs are met.”

This is the latest action by NAHB to urge Congress and the administration to address this urgent issue.

   •   In August, letters were sent to President Donald Trump, Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross and U.S. 
       Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer calling on the administration to take prompt action regarding 
       soaring lumber prices and supply shortages that are harming the housing sector and the economy.
   •   A similar message was sent to the U.S. Lumber Coalition with a request to work together to address 
       shortages in the lumber supply chain caused in part to the COVID-19 pandemic.
   •   At the end of August, NAHB Senior Officers held talks with members of the White House National 
       Economic Council to discuss the impact that soaring lumber prices are having on the housing industry 
       and to press for immediate action.
   •   At the end of September, the NAHB leadership reiterated strong concerns regarding the lumber supply 
       situation in a virtual meeting with Commerce Secretary Ross.

Based on the lumber price trend over the past month, NAHB’s ongoing efforts appear to be showing 
positive results. Lumber prices are currently roughly $750 per thousand board feet — down nearly 20%
from their mid-September peak but still far too high. NAHB will continue working on all fronts to find 
solutions that will ensure U.S. home builders have access to a stable supply of lumber at reasonable 
prices to keep housing affordable for hardworking American families.

Courtesy of NAHB
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We enjoyed having a night all about our wonderful Associates and are so glad so many attended. 
Thank you to our builders who helped support and sponsor last night's event.

We truly do have the best members and Association.

Associate Appreciation Dinner



16 November 2020

The Bandit Golf Course
$500 / Team
Includes cart, round of golf for 4 
& food and drinks

NOV
12

GNBHBA FALL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

(Remodeling article continued from page 3)

The RMI was redesigned in 2020 to ease respondent burden and improve its ability to interpret and track 
industry trends. As a result, readings cannot be compared quarter to quarter until enough data are collected
to seasonally adjust the series. To track quarterly trends, the redesigned RMI survey asks remodelers to
compare market conditions to three months earlier, using a ‘better,’ ‘about the same,’ ‘worse’ scale. 
In the third quarter, 52 percent of respondents indicated that the market is ‘better’ and only 6 percent rated 
it “worse.”

Courtesy of NAHB

(Builder confidence article continued from page 8)

“Like the broader housing market, low interest rates and the importance of home are helping to lift market
sentiment,” said NAHB Chief Economist Robert Dietz. “The rebound in the stock market has also 
contributed to demand for the 55+ housing market.”

Courtesy of NAHB

Visit our new website

GNBHBA.COM



We appreciate our advertisers!
Building A Better Association!

MEMBER MARKETPLACE
Do Business With Your Fellow Members 
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It was so wonderful to see so many of you during our Parade of Homes this month.
We hope that you were able to connect with one another and showcase the services
that you offer to the local public. As a reminder with your membership comes many
benefits, including a plethora of online education courses through both the Texas 
Association of Builders (TAB) and the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB).

The NAHB offers a wide selection of courses and webinars each month. Visit their website at
www.elearning.nahb.org for more information on how to register for these informational classes. As always,
feel free to reach out to us at membership@gnbhba.com with any questions you have.

MEMBERSHIPNews

Thanks for your membership! Building A Better Association!

Vera Ulibarri
Membership Chair
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