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New home sales at highest pace
since September, 2006
In another indicator that housing continues to lead the economy forward, sales of newly built, single-family
homes in August topped the 1 million mark and reached their highest pace since September 2006. Sales 
increased 4.8% to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.01 million units, according to newly released data
by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and the U.S. Census Bureau. The August rate 
is 43.2% higher than the August 2019 pace.

“Surging sales are consistent with record builder confidence levels stemming from higher buyer traffic, 
historically low interest rates and a shift in demand for lower density markets,” said NAHB Chairman 
Chuck Fowke. “However, higher lumber costs and limited building material availability in some markets 
signify we could see higher prices down the road.”

“New home sales are now 15 percent higher on a year-to-date basis, with gains in all regions,” said NAHB
Chief Economist Robert Dietz. “But with inventory at just a 3.3 months’ supply, more construction is needed.
The challenge will be whether materials and labor are available.”

A new home sale occurs when a sales contract is signed or a deposit is accepted. The home can be in 
any stage of construction: not yet started, under construction or completed. In addition to adjusting for 
seasonal effects, the August reading of 1.01 million units is the number of homes that would sell if this 
pace continued for the next 12 months.

Inventory fell to a 3.3 months’ supply, with 282,000 new single-family homes for sale, 40% lower than 
August 2019. The current months’ supply is the lowest in the history of the data series, which goes back 
to 1963. Of the inventory total, just 54,000 are completed, ready to occupy. The median sales price was
$312,800. The median price of a new home sale a year earlier was $327,000.

Regionally, on a year-to-date basis new home sales were up in all four regions: 23.6% in the Northeast,
23.6% in the Midwest, 13.9% in the South, and 12.4% in the West.

Courtesy of NAHB

View the 2020 Parade 
Magazine Online
Scan this QR Code or follow this link:
https://my.flipbookpdf.net/lVWPN
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10-13 TAB Meetings

12 GNBHBA Fall Golf 
Tournament

October
3/4 GNBHBA 2020 
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1st Weekend
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Parade of Homes 
2nd Weekend
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Appreciation Day 
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Message from
the President
As I write this article, we have wrapped up
the first weekend of the Parade of Homes.
What a weekend! Traffic flow was steady
and everyone has taken our Covid-19 
precautions seriously. Being the third year
in a row for the parade, we have seen 

interest levels rise from the general public and our builder members.
As a builder, it is the single best opportunity that you may have all
year long to display your abilities and engage with serious buyers. 
If you have missed out or simply have not had an opportunity to take
part in our parade, I would highly encourage you to start thinking
about doing so next year. The parade is only going to get bigger and
better! Lookout for a builder meeting soon to discuss the 2021 parade.

Congratulations to all the builders who took home awards at the 
premier party. It speaks volumes about the quality of the work we all
do and the extreme effort that go into preparing for the parade.
Speaking of extreme efforts, I would like to thank Kendall for all the
work she has put into preparing for the parade. She has been the 
diving force behind the scenes and without that our results would 
not be nearly as great.  

On another note, an issue of great concern to many of us is the 
current lumber market. Borrowing a bit from an NAHB article that 
just came out, "According to Random Lengths, lumber prices have
skyrocketed more than 170% since mid-April, and the residential 
construction industry has absorbed the largest four-month increase 
in lumber prices since such data was first recorded in 1949." I can 
personally attest to the fact that these prices are out of control and
have caused some significant decisions with respect to how to handle
that with my clients. The NAHB has been actively involved in meeting 

We are committed to
your success.

Building A Better Association!

(President’s Message continued on page 5)
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    GNBHBA is a local trade association that offers opportunities to its members to display their products and services. We make no representation, express or implied, regarding the 
qualifications of members or the quality of their products and services, but invite you to examine them for yourself.
    Focus Magazine is the official publication of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association. Focus Magazine is designed and published monthly by VH3 Creative, 
(210) 525-0233; GNBHBA address: P.O. Box 311626, New Braunfels, TX 78131; phone (830) 609-4242. A subscription to Focus Magazine is $60.00, included with each membership. 
Additional subscriptions are available to members at $5.00 per issue, or $20.00 per issue to non-members. © 2020, The Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association.
    As part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 taxpayers will no longer be able to deduct state or federal lobbying expenses as ordinary and necessary cost of doing 
business. This means that the portion of your dues that is considered state or federal “lobbying expenses” will not be deductible.
    NAHB has informed us that this amount is $19.91 for the National Association. The Texas Association of Builders declares $81.60 of the state dues to be lobbying expenses.
Also, please note that dues payments to the Greater New Braunfels HBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal tax purposes. However, dues payments
(other than state and federal lobbying expenses) may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. 

(President’s Message continued from page 4)

with cabinet members to drive home the importance of housing growth to the overall economy and that 
rising lumber prices are impeding that. Although the futures market is only one litmus test for the price of
lumber, it is showing signs of easing and the hope/expectation is that, looking into the beginning of next
year, we should see some relief. That being said, no one has a crystal ball so I encourage everyone to stay
informed and plan accordingly. 

Here's to another great weekend at the Parade of Homes! Stay well and we'll see you soon at an 
upcoming event.

Brad Morris
President
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Notes from
the Executive
Director
September was great month for the 
Association. Not only did membership
grow, but we had our Blast N’ Shoot and
Blowin’ Smoke BBQ Cook-Off. Special

thanks to Eric Bernal for putting on our first sporting clay event. If you
didn’t get a team, make sure not to miss out next year, everyone was
raving about the course. Thank you to MG Building Materials and
StrucSure Home Warranty for being our title sponsors this year.

This year was also our biggest Cook-off yet! Even with the weather,
we had some great teams come out and cook. Thank you to Colby
Duke, Patrick Hollaway and Andria Cardwell for your hard work and
dedication to this event. We also want to thank StrucSure Home 
Warranty and Hotchkiss Insurance for your continued support to 
the Association. A very special thank you to Dorothy and Terry 
McFadden and Leslie Evans, for volunteering your time for these two
events. We could not have done it without your help and hard work.

October brings much excitement with our Premier Party and 2020 
Parade of Homes. This year with 8 homes we are excited to 
showcase our very own builders to the public. Make plans to come
out October 3rd-4th, and 10th-11th. You can purchase tickets at 
www.nbparadeofhomes.com or download the New Braunfels Parade
of Homes app. Come out and see Brady Colt Custom Homes, G Morris
Homes, TA French Custom Builder, VE Luxury Homes, KC Custom
Homes, Platinum Classic Custom Homes and Jeff Chafin Homes. 
Special thanks to this year’s sponsors, JPI Electric, Parrish & Co., 
Jefferson Bank and MG Building Materials.

Kendall
Kuebel Turner
Executive Director

Our event partners rock!
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EXECUTIVE
BOARD

DIRECTORS

Brad Morris 
President

Ronnie Shikoski
Vice President

David Hevner
Associate Vice President

Coy Chafin
Treasurer

Colby Duke 
Parliamentarian

Troy French
Immediate Past President

Robert Allison
Eric Bernell
Clint Ciomperlik
Patrick Holloway
Mike Isbell
Terry McFadden
Kim Miller
David Wood
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Financial Stability
Oversight Council
supports FHFA 
Capital Proposal
The Financial Stability Oversight Council voted unanimously on 
September 25 to support a resolution in favor of the Federal Housing
Finance Agency’s (FHFA) re-proposed capital framework for Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac that was issued this spring. Created by the
Dodd-Frank Act of 2010, the Financial Stability Oversight Council
(FSOC) is a committee responsible for monitoring the financial system
in the United States. Though offering support for the proposal, FSOC
noted that the proposed capital would be much lower than what is 
required for banks.

FHFA’s proposed rule is a critical step toward the agency’s goal to 
release the two government-sponsored enterprises from conservator-
ship. When it announced the plan in May, FHFA said that if the new
proposal had been in effect in 2019, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
would have held a combined $243 billion in capital.

NAHB recently sent written comments to FHFA expressing concern
that its proposed higher capital requirements for Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac could ultimately raise the cost of mortgage credit.

Courtesy of NAHB

Mark Your Calendars!
HOLIDAY INSTALLATION 
OF OFFICERS DINNER

DEC. 10TH

Good Bull Ranch
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Blowin’ Smoke 
Bar-B-Que  & Chili Cook-Off

& Washer Tournament

Blowin’ Smoke 
Bar-B-Que  & Chili Cook-Off

& Washer Tournament

Blowin’ Smoke 
Bar-B-Que  & Chili Cook-Off

& Washer Tournament

3rd Annual

Grand Champion Gordon the Plumber

Brisket 
1st - Bubba’s Got Gas
2nd - Kidd Roofing
3rd - Builder’s First Choice

Chili 
1st - WildFire
2nd - MG Building Materials
3rd - Black Hat BBQ

Reserve Grand Champion Bubba’s Got Gas
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THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!to our sponsors

Ribs 
1st - Bubba’s Got Gas
2nd - Homes by Hoffman
3rd - Gordon the Plumber

Chicken 
1st - Gordon the Plumber
2nd - Homes by Hoffman
3rd - CASA Roofing

Cook’s Choice 
1st - Cadillac Roofing
2nd - Hotchkiss Insurance
3rd - 84 Lumber

Beans 
1st - DR Horton
2nd - Homes by Hoffman
3rd - StrucSure

Margaritas
1st - WildFire
2nd - Black Hat BBQ

Dutch Oven
1st - Hotchkiss Insurance
2nd - Builder’s First Choice
3rd - Black Hat BBQ
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2020 GNBHBA ANNUAL

BLAST N’ SHOOT
Sporting Clay Tournament

FIRST PLACE – TEX-SAN SECOND PLACE – PARRISH & CO., INC

THIRD PLACE – PRO STAR DUMPSTERS TOP FEMALE SHOOTER – BROADWAY BANK

TOP MALE SHOOTER – TEX-SAN
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INITIAL
DESIGNS

Thanks To our Sponsors



14 October 2020

Department of Labor 
proposes new Independent 
Contractor Rule 
The U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) has announced a proposed rule clarifying the definition of employee
under the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) as it relates to independent contractors.

In a press release, the DOL said its proposed rule:

   •   Adopts an “economic reality” test to determine a worker’s status as an FLSA employee or an 
       independent contractor. The test considers whether a worker is in business for himself or herself 
       (independent contractor) or is economically dependent on a putative employer for work (employee)

   •   Identifies and explains two “core factors,” specifically the nature and degree of the worker’s control 
       over the work, and the worker’s opportunity for profit or loss based on initiative and/or investment. 
       These factors help determine if a worker is economically dependent on someone else’s business or 
       is in business for himself or herself

   •   Identifies three other factors that may serve as additional guideposts in the analysis: the amount of 
       skill required for the work; the degree of permanence of the working relationship between the worker 
       and the potential employer; and whether the work is part of an integrated unit of production

   •   Advises that the actual practice is more relevant than what may be contractually or theoretically 
       possible in determining whether a worker is an employee or an independent contractor.

NAHB has called on DOL to take steps to provide greater clarity to employers and workers in light of 
the often conflicting federal tests that exist to determine who is an employee and who is an 
independent contractor.

The proposed rule would also provide more clarity to shield more employers from misclassification 
claims, which occur when an employer incorrectly defines a worker as an independent contractor rather
than an employee.

NAHB will review the rule in more detail once it is published in the Federal Register, and interested parties
will have 30 days to submit comments.

Courtesy of NAHB

Our focus is on your future. Building A Better Association!
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We appreciate our advertisers!
Building A Better Association!

MEMBER MARKETPLACE
Do Business With Your Fellow Members 
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Associate Appreciation Dinner
O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 2 0

5 : 30  i n  t he  a f t e rnoon

F re ihe i t  Coun t r y  S to re  ~  New  B raun fe l s ,  Texas
$15  D inne r  &  D r i n k s

P r i z e s  &  Mus i c

2 0 2 0  G N B H B A

NEW DATE!

The Bandit Golf Course
$500 / Team
Includes cart, round of golf for 4 
& food and drinks

NOV
12

GNBHBA FALL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Visit our new website

GNBHBA.COM
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NEW MEMBERS
& RENEWALS

NEW MEMBERS

AmCap Home Loans
Russell Calvert
Spike: Troy French

Bellezza Granite Co.
Albert Martinez
Spike: Brad Morris

Big Sur Pools
Bradley Ynostrosa
Spike: Jesse Pigott

Black Label Real Estate 
Advisors
Amber Montanio
Spike: Jesse Pigott

Bourn Custom Homes
Bourn Custom Homes
Gary Bourn

Bush Builders
Tracy Bush

CH Lifestyle Homes, LLC
Andrea Torres

DMJ Design Build
Monty Brock

Elm Tree Design & Home
Styling
Lacey Miler
Spike: Troy French

Fashion Glass & Mirror, LLC
Carlos Bazan

Gold Financial Services - 
The Hamilton Group
Andria Cardwell
Spike: Chris Castro

GooseHead Insurance
Reva Onderdonk
Spike: Eric Bernal

Homestead Roofing
Travis Macha
Spike: Robert Allison

HomeWerks
Gilbert Sanchez
Spike: Matt Hollaway

Jesse Campbell Designs
Jesse Campbell
Spike: Coy Chafin

Lowry Electrical
Andy Lowry

Pencsak Builders, LLC
Angela Pencsak

Platinum Classic 
Custom Homes
Jesse Pigott

Tri Rep Sales
Mallory Greissinger
Spike: Leslie Evans

Whiterock Millwork
Dee Fischer
Spike: Eric Bernal

RENEWALS

Bella Vista Homes
Steve Louis

Cadillac Roofing
William Wehling

Jeff Chafin Homes
Coy Chafin

Keith Wing Custom Builders
Keith Wing

Lessards Gutters
Chaz Gallagher

Moore Supply - San Antonio
Ken McKeown

Radiant Roofing
Shane Boscamp

Robert Allison 
Custom Homes
Robert Allison

Sage Capital Bank
Kim Acker

Sonora Bank
Neal Brodbeck

South Texas Framing
Allen Albrecht

StrucSure Home Warranty
Scott Whisenant

Williamson Roofing
Madison Perry

If your name is not on our new member or renewal list, please call the Association office to report this to me. 
Also, if you have a change in your contact information, either, name, address or phone/email information, please email me with your changes: kturner@gnbhba.com
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the Blast N’ Shoot and Blowin’ Smoke
BBQ Cook-Off this month—it was so great to see everyone. The National Association
of Home Builders (NAHB) continues to offer monthly webinar series for members.
This month they will be focusing on Management Fundamentals, and will be hosting
a webinar about Standard Operating Procedures: 5 Steps to Increased Efficiency &

Profit on Wednesday, October 29 at 1pm CST. This class will talk about how to effectively delegate day-to-day
responsibilities and take on a more strategic role in your business, allowing for growth and quick reaction to
market opportunities. To sign up for this webinar email edwebinars@nahb.org. If you have any questions about
your membership, or ways to get involved within the Association please reach out to us at any time! 

MEMBERSHIPNews

Thanks for your membership! Building A Better Association!

Vera Ulibarri
Membership Chair
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