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Strong attendance at the
2020 Builders’ Show reflects
industry optimism
Nearly 65,000 home building professionals from around the world filled the exhibit halls of the Las Vegas
Convention Center as NAHB hosted one of the largest turnouts in recent years at the NAHB® International
Builders’ Show (IBS) Jan. 21-23.

IBS and the Kitchen & Bath Industry Show (KBIS) once again combined for the annual Design & 
Construction Week® (DCW), which drew a total of approximately 90,000 attendees.

“The strong attendance at this year’s show reflects the positive outlook for the home building industry and
the enthusiasm that our attendees have for the future,” said Geoff Cassidy, NAHB senior vice president of
exhibitions and meetings. “Attendees continue to seek the innovative products, education sessions and 
networking opportunities that only IBS can provide.”

Exhibit space for IBS totaled approximately 600,000 square feet, where more than 1,400 exhibitors 
displayed the latest in building products and technology.

In all, DCW featured more than 2,000 exhibitors occupying more than one million square feet of indoor 
and outdoor exhibits. Many of the exhibitors noted the strong foot traffic this year.

“It’s been a great show for us,” said Darren Salapka, vice president of builder experience at Allegion Home,
a representative at the Schlage booth. “We’ve had a lot of traffic, a lot of good interactions and really good
meetings throughout the day.”

In addition to meeting suppliers and seeing product demos throughout the three-day show, attendees 
networked with peers and attended any of more than 140 education sessions led by experts on a wide
range of industry topics.

Next year, IBS and Design & Construction Week will be in Orlando, Feb. 9-11, 2021.

Courtesy of NAHB

Recruit a new GNBHBA member today.
Building A Better Association!
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Message from
the President
Another month in the books and we are
well on our way into 2020. I would like to
thank Kris Kagey with Moore Supply and
David Hevner with Quality Plumbing for
their continued hard work on our
Construction Trades Mentorship Program

in conjunction with Comal ISD. We held our second annual Casino
Night last month and raised right at $14,000! Thank you to everyone
who attended, played some games and bought auction items. 
A particular thank you goes out to our sponsors as well. If you did not
get a chance to attend, please place this one on your calendar for next
year, as it is one of the most rewarding events we hold all year, with
all of the net proceeds benefitting the program directly. 

As we head into the Spring we have some more great events coming
up with the Blowin’ Smoke BBQ & Chili Cook-Off this month, Spring
Golf Tournament in April and Bent Nail Fishing Tournament in May. 
As a reminder we are running an incentive program for builder and
associate members, respectively, with a drawing at the end of the 
year for $750 cash and a free team entry into an event of your choice
in 2021! Bring a non-member builder to an event and earn an entry.
It’s that simple. We already had some entries earned at the Casino
Night. Keep them coming!

Finally, I would like to encourage everyone to engage myself, Kendall
or any of our Board Members if you believe you have an issue or 
request that the Association can assist on. We are traveling this month
to the Texas Association of Builders winter board meetings and will 
be sharing some of the discussions and resulting votes with you all
next month.

Brad Morris
President

Together, we make a difference.
Building A Better Association!
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    GNBHBA is a local trade association that offers opportunities to its members to display their products and services. We make no representation, express or implied, regarding the 
qualifications of members or the quality of their products and services, but invite you to examine them for yourself.
    Focus Magazine is the official publication of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association. Focus Magazine is designed and published monthly by VH3 Creative, 
(210) 525-0233; GNBHBA address: P.O. Box 311626, New Braunfels, TX 78131; phone (830) 609-4242. A subscription to Focus Magazine is $60.00, included with each membership. 
Additional subscriptions are available to members at $5.00 per issue, or $20.00 per issue to non-members. © 2020, The Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association.
    As part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 taxpayers will no longer be able to deduct state or federal lobbying expenses as ordinary and necessary cost of doing 
business. This means that the portion of your dues that is considered state or federal “lobbying expenses” will not be deductible.
    NAHB has informed us that this amount is $19.91 for the National Association. The Texas Association of Builders declares $81.60 of the state dues to be lobbying expenses.
Also, please note that dues payments to the Greater New Braunfels HBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal tax purposes. However, dues payments
(other than state and federal lobbying expenses) may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. 

Olympia Hills Golf Course
$500 / Team
Includes cart, round of golf for 4 
& food and drinks

APRIL
16

GNBHBA SPRING 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
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Notes from
the Executive
Director
I want to start out by giving a HUGE Thank
You to Kris Kagey with Moore Supply and
David Hevner with Quality Plumbing for all
of your hard work and effort you have put

into the Comal ISD Trade Mentorship Program. Without your commit-
ment to this program it would not be possible. Also, a special Thank
You to the partners who made Casino Night for the Trade Mentorship
Program possible. James Hardie Building Products, Expressions
Home Gallery, Infinity Concrete, 84 Lumber and In Charge Electric.
This event was a huge success this year and with tables selling out,
everyone had a great time!

We are excited to be coming up on our 3rd Annual Blowin’ Smoke 
BBQ & Chili Cook-Off at the end of the month. Special thanks to the 
Pit Master himself, Mr. Colby Duke with Hotchkiss Insurance for 
putting everything together. If you have any questions please contact
him at cduke@hiac.com .

Make sure you are registered for our 2020 Spring Golf Tournament.
This event SELLS OUT every year and limited spots are available.
Speaking of limited spots, it’s also time to make sure you have a boat
for our 2020 BentNail Fishing Tournament. This year the tournament 
is the same time as Babe’s on the Bay, so get your guides and boats
now before they are all gone.

Kendall
Kuebel Turner
Executive Director

Check Out Our Website
Go to www.newbraunfelshomebuilders.com or www.gnbhba.com. 
You can search for members, sign up for events, join as a member through the 
online membership application and, eventually, log into your own account to
see payments and update your information.

Building A Better Association!
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GNBHBA
EXECUTIVE
BOARD

DIRECTORS

Brad Morris 
President

Ronnie Schikowski 
Vice President

David Hevner
Associate Vice President

Coy Chafin
Treasurer

Kris Kagey 
Secretary

Colby Duke 
Parliamentarian

Troy French
Immediate Past President

Robert Allison
Eric Bernell
Clint Ciomperlik
Patrick Holloway
Mike Isbell
Terry McFadden
Kim Miller
David Wood
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Residential remodel
spending continues
to slowly grow
Spending on residential improvements will continue to grow over 
the next two years at a gradual pace, according to experts at a press
conference hosted by NAHB Remodelers at the NAHB International
Builders’ Show (IBS) in Las Vegas. Professional remodelers from
across the country agreed with the forecast, citing increased consumer
confidence and demand.

NAHB predicts that remodeling spending for owner-occupied single-
family homes will decrease 0.6 percent in 2020 and increase 1.2 
percent in 2020.

“Remodeler certainty continues to remain at a high level, as 
remodeling spending reached $158 billion in 2019,” said 2019 NAHB
Remodelers Chair Tim Ellis, CAPS, CGP, CGR, GMR, Master CGP, 
a remodeler from Bel Air, Md. “Although there is steady consumer 
demand in all areas of the country, the biggest challenge continues 
to be the cost of and lack of skilled labor to meet the interest.”

“We’re not only seeing more requests for proposals because the 
housing stock is limited, but also a higher request for aging-in-place
work because boomers want to stay in their homes longer,” said 
Nick Scheel, CGR, a remodeler from Spokane Valley, Wash. 
“Because people are choosing to stay in their homes, the demand 
and backlog for remodeling remains high.”

“NAHB estimates that real spending on home improvements will 
even out at a slower place of about -.6 percent in 2020 and an increase
of 1.2 percent in 2020,” said Paul Emrath, Ph.D., NAHB’s Assistant 
Vice President for Surveys and Housing Policy Research. “The 
biggest factors prohibiting stronger growth is mainly the ongoing
labor shortage.”

Although the economy is slowing slightly, the risk of a recession is 
low and remodeling should keep pace with inflation into 2021.

Courtesy of NAHB
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C O M A L  T R A D E S  P R O G R A MCasino Night
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Casino Night
A special thanks to our sponsors
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Blowin’ Smoke
Bar-B-Que  & Chili Cook-Off

& Washer Tournament

Rockin’ R in Gruene 
Friday & Saturday - March 27 & 28

Presented by

3nd Annual

$400  Team Entries
(4 Man Team includes Chili, Brisket, Chicken and Ribs, 4 Shirts & 4 2-Day Wristbands)  

$25 Jackpot  Entry (Includes Margarita, Bean & Cook’s Choice)     
$50 / Washer Team Entry

Register at www.gnbhba.com

For questions or more information, contact 
Colby at (210) 240-5155



MEMBER MARKETPLACE
Do Business With Your Fellow Members 
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2020 Committee Members Needed
Commitment, teamwork and vision combined make a successful Association. 
We need your involvement, input and expertise.  

Please give thoughtful consideration to serving on a GNBHBA Committee 
in 2020. For more information, contact Kendall at kturner@gnbhba.com.
Thank you for your support!

Building A Better Association!



16 March 2020

Grea t e r  New  B r aun f e l s  Home  Bu i l d e r s  A s soc i a t i o n

Register at www.gnbhba.com

Bent Nail
Fishing Tournament

May  1 5  &  1 6  ~  Po r t  A r an sa s ,  Texa s
Cash  P r i z e s  ~  L i v e  Mus i c  ~  F ood  ~  Ra f f l e  P r i z e s
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NEW MEMBERS
Kurk Homes
Paul Deutsch
426 FM 306 
New Braunfles, Texas 78130
(830) 608-1255
paul@kurkhomes.com

RENEWALS
Strucsure Home Warranty
Scott Whisenant

Providence Title
Aline Cone

BMC
Salty Thompson

Earnest Roofing
Phillip Vaughn

First Commercial Bank
First Commercial Bank
Eric Couch

NEW MEMBERS
& RENEWALS

If your name is not on our new member or renewal list, please call the Association office to report this to me. 
Also, if you have a change in your contact information, either, name, address or phone/email information, please email me with your changes: kturner@gnbhba.com
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Did you know that as a member of the GNBHBA, and the Texas Builders Association,
you have access to exclusive rebates allowing you to earn money for products you
are already buying? Sign up today to learn if you are eligible to receive quarterly 
rebates from dozens of manufactures. If members supply or install any of the 50+
manufacturer brands, they can register to be listed in the Directory with a link to its

website. For more information, and to register for this program, visit HBArebates.com/TAB to start adding
money back to your bottom line. Make sure you are taking full advantage of all of the great perks you get for
being a GNBHBA member! Please feel free to reach out to me at membership@gnbhba.com with any questions
about this program or your membership in general. 

Vera Ulibarri
Membership Chair

MEMBERSHIPNews

Thanks for your membership! Building A Better Association!
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