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    GNBHBA is a local trade association that offers opportunities to its members to display their products and services. We make no representation, express or implied,
regarding the qualifications of members or the quality of their products and services, but invite you to examine them for yourself.
    Focus Magazine is the official publication of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association. Focus Magazine is designed and published monthly by VH3 Creative,
(210) 525-0233; GNBHBA address: P.O. Box 311626, New Braunfels, TX 78131; phone (830) 609-4242. A subscription to Focus Magazine is $60.00, included with each membership.
Additional subscriptions are available to members at $5.00 per issue, or $20.00 per issue to non-members. © 2020, The Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association.
    As part of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 taxpayers will no longer be able to deduct state or federal lobbying expenses as ordinary and necessary cost of
doing business. This means that the portion of your dues that is considered state or federal “lobbying expenses” will not be deductible.
    NAHB has informed us that this amount is $19.91 for the National Association. The Texas Association of Builders declares $81.60 of the state dues to be lobbying expenses.
Also, please note that dues payments to the Greater New Braunfels HBA are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal tax purposes. However, dues payments
(other than state and federal lobbying expenses) may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense. 

From the Desk of the President
With the dawn of a new year

comes a time for reflection on
the past and excitement over
the year ahead of us. First, I
would like to say that I am
excited to take over as your
President for 2020 and look 
forward continuing our growth
and success as an association. 

I would like to thank Troy French for his stewardship and 
dedication over the last two years as President, as well as
Kendall Turner for being one of the best association Executive
Officers in the state. 
  Last year was a strong one for our industry, association and
members. We continued our amazing relationship with 
Comal ISD through the Construction Trades Mentorship

Program to assist some driven young high school students in
exploring the construction trades as a career opportunity. This
program continues to be very successful with the expansion to
Canyon Lake High School in 2019 and we look forward to
doing even more in 2020. We are in the process of establishing
this program as a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization and are
positive that there are great things ahead. 2019 also saw the
beginning of what has become our annual Casino Night event,
which solely benefits the Construction Trades Mentorship
Program. This event, along with all of our others, led to one of
our best years ever.
  2020 is shaping up to be equally as successful with several
things that we will be focusing on. First, we are looking to
expand our membership base with additional active builders 

Brad Morris
Association President

(President’s Article continued on page 9)



February 202024

Executive Director’s Corner
It’s hard to believe that 2020 

is already here and we, as an
Association, have been busy plan-
ning and making sure this year is
off to a great start. We want to
think our wonderful partners 
who made this night possible.
James Hardie, 84 Lumber,
Expressions Home Gallery,

Infinity Concrete and In Charge Electric. A special thank
you to Kris Kagey with Moore Supply and David Hevner
with Quality Plumbing for all of your hard work and 
dedication to make this program possible and thriving.  
  Make sure you have signed up for our 3rd Annual Blowin’
Smoke BBQ & Chili Cook-Off. At the end of March, we are 

hoping for some great weather and even better food. Thank
you to Colby Duke, with Hotchkiss Insurance, for organ-
izing this huge event for us again.
  Speaking of events, we are excited to have an event commit-
tee formed of members of the Association to help grow and
improve our events. If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Dorothy McFadden at dorothy@bhhsdonjohnson.com. 
  Please make sure that your information is up to date on our
websites directory. So often people change jobs and we don’t
have the updated contact information. We want to make sure
that we are serving you, and your company, to the best of 
our ability.

Kendall Kuebel
Turner
Executive Director

FEBRUARY
5 ........................................................................................................Casino Night

12 ..............................................................................GNBHBA Board Meeting

MARCH
18 ..............................................................................GNBHBA Board Meeting

25-27 .......................................................................... TAB Board Meetings

27-28 ....................................................................Blowin’ Smoke Cook-Off

February / March

CALENDAR
Executive Board

President ..........................................................Brad Morris
Vice President ....................................Ronnie Schikowski
Associate Vice President............................David Hevner
Treasurer ............................................................Coy Chafin 
Secretary ............................................................Kris Kagey
Parliamentarian ................................................Colby Duke
Immediate Past President..............................Troy French

Directors
Robert Allison
Eric Bernell
Clint Ciomperlik
Patrick Hollaway 

Mike Isbell
Terry McFadden
Kim Miller
David Wood

Kendall

RECRUIT A NEW GNBHBA 
MEMBER TODAY!



3February 2020 5



February 202026

Blowin’ Smoke 
Bar-B-Que  & Chili Cook-Off

& Washer Tournament

Rockin’ R in Gruene 
Friday & Saturday - March 27 & 28

$400  Team Entries
(4 Man Team includes Chili, Brisket, Chicken and Ribs, 4 Shirts & 4 2-Day Wristbands)  

$25 Jackpot  Entry (Includes Margarita, Bean & Cook’s Choice)     
$50 / Washer Team Entry

Register at www.gnbhba.com

For questions or more information, contact 
Colby at (210) 240-5155

Presented by

3nd Annual
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Commitment, teamwork and vision combined make a successful
Association. We need your involvement, input and expertise.

Please give thoughtful consideration to serving on a GNBHBA Committee in 2020.
For more information, contact Kendall at kturner@gnbhba.com.

Thank you for your support!

2020 GNBHBA Committee
Members Needed!

(President’s Article continued from page 3)

and associates to create more opportunities for all of us to
meet, get to know each other and possibly do business 
together. There is no better association than one that is 
mutually supportive and beneficial for its members. To that
end we have created an incentive program for builder and 
associate members, respectively, with a drawing at the end of
the year for $750 cash and a free team entry into an event of
your choice in 2021! If you did not receive the email, please
contact Kendall for details. 
  Additionally, this year we are looking to add some training
and educational events. In particular we are focusing on safety
and building codes issues. Please be on the look out for those
email announcements to be coming out soon. Another area 
of focus for us this year will be a continued growth in our

involvement with the Texas Association of Builders, our parent
association, as well as the National Association of Home
Builders. This is of extreme importance to us as our industry 
is constantly under attack by folks representing burdensome
regulations and frivolous legal actions. I encourage all of our
members to join myself and the other board members in 
getting more involved in 2020!  
  Finally, I would like to thank our annual partners for their
support of the Greater New Braunfels Builders Association.
With your support, and that of our members, we will continue
to expand on 2019 and make 2020 our best year yet!

Brad Morris

Check Out Our Website
   We are excited to announce that our new website is up and running. We are currently in the process of
switching from our old membership reporting system to a newer, and more user friendly one. Our Association 
is constantly trying to bring value to our members. This is another benefit which allows your company to be
more accessible. Also, is will be easier to you to sign up for upcoming events. Please be patient with us as 
we are still working out a few “bugs”!
   You can check out our new website at: www.newbraunfelshomebuilders.com or www.gnbhba.com. 
You can search for members, sign up for events, join as a member through the online membership application
and, eventually, log into your own account to see payments and update your information.
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The Holiday Installation of Officers 
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& HorseshoeTournament

Thanks To Our Sponsors
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Single-Family Market Grateful
For Lower Rates
   The single-family housing market rebound continues, largely
thanks to lower mortgage interest rates. The average 30-year
fixed rate is currently 3.7% — whereas, just one year ago those
rates were hovering around 4.8%. Although a 110-basis-point
decline may seem small compared to rate changes of years past,
home buyers have become significantly more sensitive to rates
since the Great Recession.
   Because of the lower cost of home buying, most housing
metrics have improved in recent months. The NAHB/Wells
Fargo Housing Market Index, which measures builder confi-
dence in the single-family market, climbed from a level of 60 a
year ago to 70 this month.
   In October, single-family construction starts expanded by 2%
to a 936,000 seasonally adjusted annual rate. Despite the slow
start for 2019, single-family starts are down only 1% on a 
year-to-date basis and approaching flat conditions for 2019 
as a whole. Permits for single-family homes have been expand-
ing since April, and the pace of starts has been improving 
since May.

   Though the NAHB Home Building Geography Index has
reported relative strength in exurban and even some rural 
markets, custom home building in the third quarter was 6%
higher than a year ago. The improvement for the single-family
sector extends to the resale market as well. Existing home sales
increased slightly in October and were up 5.4% from a year ago.
Existing inventory declined to a 3.8-month supply, which
caused resale price gains to accelerate.
   While single-family conditions have improved over the last
year, multifamily construction has been relatively flat. The
NAHB Multifamily Production Index declined seven points to
a level of 49, slightly below the breakeven threshold of 50.
Multifamily starts have cooled since August and are currently
registering just a slight gain for 2019 on a year-to-date basis.
Quarterly data indicate that more than nine out of 10 apart-
ments are built-for-rent, compared to the historical norm of
eight out of 10.

Courtesy of NAHB

IS YOUR INFORMATION UP TO DATE?
I know with new employees, moving locations and changing phone numbers updating information everywhere can be

a daunting task. Please take a minute to see if your company has the correct information up to date on our website. 

If it is not correct you can not only go in change things, but add pictures, links to your website, Facebook

and other social media outlets. If you can not remember you login information please just email me and I will send

you a link so that you can get that all set up. I have prospective customers ask me to email them a list of our vendors 

and builders and I want to make sure I am sending them your current information. 

Please Let me know if you need help in anyway.

http://business.newbraunfelshomebuilders.com/list/

GNBHBA WORKS FOR YOU!
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Remember, Do Business With
Association Members

WE APPRECIATE OUR ADVERTISERS!
They make this publication possible each month. Be sure to thank them for their
support of the Greater New Braunfels Home Builders Association and utilize

their products and services. Do business with members!
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New Environmental Review
Process Will Boost 
Infrastructure Projects
   The Trump administration today proposed regulatory
reforms to the National Environmental Policy Act that will
boost infrastructure projects that are needed to support resi-
dential land development projects.
   “The plan to reform the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) is the most recent example of the Trump 
administration’s ongoing efforts to reduce harmful regulations
that hurt small businesses and impede economic growth,” said
NAHB Chairman Greg Ugalde. “Updating NEPA will streamline
the federal permitting process and allow badly needed trans-
portation and infrastructure projects to move forward. In turn,
this will build strong communities and support a thriving
housing market.”
   NEPA was intended to provide an important environmental
check on major federal actions. However, it has often been 
misused to improperly delay or prohibit vital infrastructure
projects or to thwart implementation of needed reforms to 
federal environmental regulations.

   For the housing industry, those uncertainties and delays 
create challenges for communities, business and builders, and
further exacerbate the current housing affordability crisis.
   NAHB CEO Jerry Howard represented NAHB at the White
House event announcing the proposed overhaul on how 
federal agencies will implement NEPA. NAHB believes the
administration deserves credit for its actions to remove federal
regulatory barriers across all federal agencies that impact the
larger U.S. economy, including regulations that affect housing.
   “We welcome any NEPA reforms that streamline the regula-
tory process and reduce unnecessary costs and delays,” said
Howard. “At the same time, we urge President Trump and 
the administration to continue their efforts to highlight and
eliminate regulatory barriers to affordable housing at all levels
of government.”

Courtesy of NAHB
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Builder Confidence Begins Year
Strong As Single-Family Growth
Continues
   Builder confidence in the market for newly built single-
family homes edged one point lower to 75 in January, accord-
ing to the latest NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market Index
(HMI) released today. The last two monthly readings mark the
highest sentiment levels since July 1999.
   “Low interest rates and a healthy labor market combined
with a need for additional inventory are setting the stage for
further home building gains in 2020,” said NAHB Chairman
Greg Ugalde.
   “With the Federal Reserve on pause and attractive mortgage
rates, the steady rise in single-family construction that 
began last spring will continue into 2020,” said NAHB 
Chief Economist Robert Dietz. “However, builders continue to
grapple with a shortage of lots and labor, while buyers are 
frustrated by a lack of inventory, particularly among starter
homes.”
   Derived from a monthly survey that NAHB has been 
conducting for 30 years, the NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing
Market Index gauges builder perceptions of current single-

family home sales and sales expectations for the next six
months as “good,” “fair” or “poor.” The survey also asks
builders to rate traffic of prospective buyers as “high to very
high,” “average” or “low to very low.” Scores for each compo-
nent are then used to calculate a seasonally adjusted index
where any number over 50 indicates that more builders view
conditions as good than poor.
   The HMI index charting traffic of prospective buyers
increased one point to 58, the highest level since December
2017. The gauge measuring current sales conditions fell three
points to 81, and the component measuring sales expectations
in the next six months held steady at 79.
   Looking at the three-month moving averages for regional
HMI scores, the Northeast rose one point to 62, the Midwest
increased three points to 66, and the West moved one point
higher to 84. The South remained unchanged at 76.

Courtesy of NAHB

FHA Loan Limits To Rise In 2020
   The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) has announced its
loan limits for 2020.  The nationwide rise in median home prices
indicates most buyers across the country will see increases.
   The FHA floor will increase from $314,827 to $331,760 for 
single-family home loans. The FHA national low-cost area mort-
gage limit of $331,760 is set at 65% of the national conforming
limit of $510,400. The base limit applies to areas where 115% of
the area median home price is less than $331,760.

   The FHA high-cost ceiling is 150% of the national conforming
loan limit and will increase from $726,525 to $765,600 for 
single-family home loans. High-cost areas are those where 115%
of the median home price is greater than the floor ($331,760). 
In these areas, the limit equals 115% of the median home price
up to the FHA ceiling ($765,600).
   The following table lists the 2020 FHA loan limits for low cost
and high cost areas:

Property Size             Low Cost Area “Floor”          High Cost Area “Ceiling”
One Unit                                        $331,760                                            $765,600

Two Units                                      $424,800                                            $980,325

Three Units                                   $513,450                                          $1,184,925

Four Units                                     $638,100                                          $1,472,550

(FHA Loan Article continued on next page)
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GNBHBA New Members & Renewals

If your name is not on our new member or renewal list, please call the Association office to report this to me. 
Also, if you have a change in your contact information, either, name, address or phone/email information, 

please email me with your changes: kturner@gnbhba.com

Remember! Do Business With
Association Members!

NEW MEMBERS

Garden Design
Rick Fauci
1925 Valley View Ln
Farmers Branch, TX 78234
rickf@gardendesignlandscaping.com
(210) 324-7561
Spike - Ronnie Shikoski

Haden Construction
Chris Williams
187 Westwood
New Braunfels, TX 78132
chris@hadenconstructionllc.com
(210) 260-4632

JNJ Builders LLC
Jeffery Dickerson
5983 Colin Ridge
New Braunfels, TX 78132
jdickerson@dyn-ven.com
(830) 885-4747

PorteUsa
Clarissa Picos
152 N Solms Rd 
New Braunfels, TX 78132
clarissa@porteusa.com
(210) 480-4845

Summit Oak Builders
Greg Griffin
6581 FM 306
New Braunfels, TX 78132
greg@sohtx.com
(830) 629-4663
Spike: Todd Dawley

RENEWALS

Stone Creek Custom Homes
Jesse Piggot

Acme Brick
Marshall Davidson

Keith Wing Custom Builders
Keith Wing

M.G. Building Materials
Clint Grothues

Stewart Door
John Ivy

TA French Custom Builder
Troy French

   There are 11 counties where the loan limits will decrease
from the 2019 levels. The new loan limits will apply to all loans
assigned FHA case numbers on or after Jan. 1, 2020. The 2020
FHA loan limits by Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) or 
county can be reviewed on FHA’s loan limits webpage.
   FHA also increased the loan limits for its Home Equity

Conversion Mortgage (HECM), or reverse mortgage program,
from $726,525 to $765,600. FHA HECM program regulations
do not allow loan limits to vary by MSA or county, so this limit
applies to all mortgages regardless of location.
   For more information, contact Curtis Milton at 800-368-
5242 x8597.

Courtesy of NAHB

(FHA Loan Article continued)
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Membership News
“Hello...”

     I would like to introduce
myself to all of you, my name is
Vera Ulibarri and I am the new
Membership Chair for the Assoc-
iation. I look forward to working
with all of you and helping with

any questions you might have regarding your membership and
the benefits that you receive from it. 
  Over the next couple of months, we will be redesigning the
Focus Magazine. We will be moving to a full color issue, with a

new layout. This publication is a great place to showcase 
your business to other members, so please feel free to reach 
out to me at membership@gnbhba.com if you are interested in
advertising with us. 
  Please feel free to reach out to me at any time. I’m looking
forward to meeting you all at the events over the next few
months. 

Vera Ulibarri
Membership Chair

Vera
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